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We have the following curious savings 
about John the Baptist. See Matthew, I1th 
chapter and 12th verse: ** And from the days 
of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth vielence, and the violent 
take it by force.”? ‘here are many other pas- 
sages in the scriptures, that may throw light on 
these sayings. It is said in the 13th verse: 
‘+ For all the prophets and the law prophesied 
until John.’’ And then these sayings follow 
in the 14th verse: * And if ye will receive it, 
this is Elias, which was for to come.” By 
these sayinys of the Savior, it is to be infered 


cease when Elias came, and the ptophets had 
thus testified; and from that time the kino- 
dom of heaven was to be proclaimed. In the 
ist chapter of John’s gospel, from the 19th to 
the close of the 23d verse we have the follow- 
ing: “ And this is the record of John, when 
the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jeru~ 


fessed, and denied not: but confessed, | am 
not the Christ. And they asked him, what 
then? art thou Elias? and he saith, I am not. 
Art thou that prophet? And he answered, no. 
Then said they unto him, who art thou? that 
we way give an answer to them that sent us: 
what sayest thou of thyself? He said, I am 
the voice of one crying in the wilderness, 


the prophet Esaias.” John is here said to 
deny being “the Christ,” or ‘ Elias,’’ or 
‘that prophet.” From the inquiries of the 
Pharisees here made, we Jearn that the Jews 
expested a ** Christ,’’ an ‘ Elias,” and ano- 
ther messenger here called ‘that prophet.” 
Some have found a difficalty between the say- 
ing of the Savior here, and that in Matthew 
the 11th chapter and 14th verse, where the| 
Savior says of John: “!f ye will receive it, 
this is Elias, which was for to come;’’ and 
et John says to the Pharisees: ‘I am not 

lias.”? Let those who think they see a diffi- 
culty, mark, that Christ said, John was the 
Elias if they would receive it; if they would 
not receive it, John would not be the Elias, 
John of course said he was not “ Elias,’ af- 
ter it was manifest the Jews would reject 
him. 

In accordance with the prevailing opinion 
among the Jews, that at the time the restorer 
came, the law would cease: it was said that 
the law and the prophets were until John, and 


‘¢ The law and the prophets were until John: 

since that time the kingdom of God is preach>. 
ed, and every man presseth into it.” By this» 

the kingdom of heaven was not only preached, 

but every man pressed into it. When John. 
came, he cried, * repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand;°’ ** repent, therefore, and 

believe the glad tidings.”” It was also said 

to the Jews, that the kingdom of heaven ‘was 
in them or among them, and yet after that 
time, James said, the kingdom was yet future. 
All these sayings are easily reconciled, when 
ny see the subject as the Savior and apostles 

| In view of all this, it was said, ** the king- 
dom of heaven suffered violence,” since the 
days of John the Baptist, thus informing the 
Jews, that that which they looked for had. 
been preached to them since the first com- 
mencement of John’s ministry, and had been’ 
proclaiming to them ever since; and notwith- 
standing all their desires for the kingdom to 
come, and their glorying in brilliant anticipa- 
tion of the glory they should receive when the 
kingdom was established—it had received 
nothing but violence at their hands, and that 
from the commencement of its proclamation 
till then, and that the violence they were then 
inflicting on John and on the Savior, was 
against their long expected and desired king- 
dom of heaven, John being the * Elias”” who 
had the power, and the only one who had, to 
establish the kingdom with Israel, this being 
his mission to the Jews, and the reason why 
he was more than aprophet. Every violence 
offered to John, was violence against the king- 
dom of heaven promised the Jews, on co di 
tion that they would receive the messenger 
who came with power to restore the kingdom 
to them. : 

The Jews, long before John’s mission, had 
violated many, yea, nearly all the command- 
ments of God delivered to them; but they 
never had offered violence to the kingdom of © 
heaven, until John came proclaiming it; after 
that their rebellion and violence was against 
the kingdom of heaven, and their violence 
against Jesus, was also against the kingdom 
of God, notwithstanding their former iniqui- 
ty, if they had received John, they would have 
got the pardon of their sins, and been restored 
té the favor of heaven; but when they did 
violence to him, their last ray of hope A i 
ished; for on obtaining the kingdom, their 

only hope rested, and when they did violence - 
to John, they did violence to their last hope, 


after that, the kingdom of heaven was preach- 


and their downfall was certain. In view of 


ed. See Luke 16th chapter and 16th verse :/all these things, Jesus says ia the 23d chap- 


| 
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ter of Matthew, and 37th verse: 0 O Jerusa-' 
em, Jerusalem, thou,that killest the prophets, 


and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how 
often would 1 have gathered thy children to. 


gether, even as a hen gathereth her chickens' 


under her wings, and ye would not! Behold, 
yonr house is left unto you dessolate.”°— 
Why was their house left unto them desolate ? 
They had committed an act in doing violence 
to the kingdom of heaven, that sealed their 
destruction, and insured their overthrow ; but 


in committing their violence, they did it in 


view of securing to themselves the kingdom. 
and through and by t is violence, they in- 


tended to take the kingdom ; hence the words| 


of the Savior: ‘and the violent take it by 
ferce,”’ or expect to take it by force. That 
the Jews expected and intended to take the 
kingdom of heaven, and that thejr violence 
against both John and the Savior, was done 
in order to take the promiged kingdom, we 
think cannat pe a matter of doubt with those 
acquainted with the scriptures. Jn John’s 
gospel, 1}th chapter, and 47th, 48th, 49th and 
50th verses, jt is thus said: * Then gath- 
ered the chief priests and the Pharisees a 
council, and said, what do we? for this man 
doeth many miracles. If we let him thus 
alone, all men will believe on him;. and the 
Romans shall come and take away both our 
place and nation. And one of them, named 
Caiaphan, belog the high priest that same 
year, Said unto them, ye know nothing at all : 
or consider that it is expedient for ns, that 
one man should die for the people, and that 
the whole nation perish not.”” A few remarks 
js all that is necessary on this quotation in 
order to see its bearing. Keep in mind what 


saying, to the effect, that the thing was truq 
lin another sense, if it were false in the sense 
in which it was spoken. Well might Paul 
say, that ‘blindness in part had happened 
anto Israel, until the fulness of the gentiles 
be come in.”’—Romans 11: 25. The Jews 
then rejected John, crucified Jesus, and did 
viclence to the kingdom of heaven, under the 
impression, that by that violence they would 
forcibly take the kingdom, and deliver them- 
selves from the power of their enemies. Leav- 
ing this for the present, we will attend to the 
other sayings respecting the kingdom, which 
we find in the New Testament. 

In Matthew 12th chapter and 28th verse it 
is said: * But if [ cast ont devils by the 
Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is 
come unto you.”’ See Luke, 10th chapter and 
‘9th verse : ** And heal the sick that are therein, 
land say unto them, the kingdom of God is 


titudes of scripture which are to the same ef- 
fect: such as “the kingdom of God is in 
you”—*+come near unto you’’—* the king- 
dom of God is preached, &c. &c. In rela- 
tion to al] the passages in the New Testa- 
ment of the above character, a few words will 


place them inaclear point of light. It was 


John the Baptist, the kingdom of heaven was 
preached,’ and from what we have written 
above, John had power, if the Jews would 
have received it, to have established the king-. 
dom; but in consequence of their having re-. 
jected and killed John, that power was taken 
from the earth; still the kingdom of heaven 
“as preached, and a new order of things in- 
troduced through the priesthood and ministry 
of the apostles, by which those who believed 


we have hefore written, that all the Jews, | 


even the Bhariseeg and Scribes excepted, ex- 
scted the kingdom of God to he established 
among theni, through which they expected ‘to 
riqmph over all their enemies, that when they 
ot the kingdom, they would deliver them- 
selves from the Roman yoke, and from the 
— of all natidns. Now mark their say- 
ng about Jesus, verge 48th: “Jf we let him 
alone, all men will believe on him: and the 
Romans will ¢ome and take away ‘both our 
place and natian.’” And again’ in the 40th 
verse: * That it is expedient for us, that one 
man should die for the people, and that the 
whole nation perish not.” ‘ 
Now the Jew’s hope of deliverance wa 
intirely predicated on theic obtaining the 
kirigdom, and it was by reason of this, that 
they expected that their place and their na- 
tion woald be saved from the Romans; and, 
they say, ae.quoted above, «that it we let 
this man alone all men will believe on him, 


and the Romans will come and take our place 


and nation.” ‘{‘he same as to say, if we let 
him alone we will lose the kingdom of heav. 
en, and be entirely overthrown, and * it is 
better that one man die, than a whole nation 


the glad tidings proclaimed and obeyed the 
instruction given, could be made heirs of that 


kingdom when it was established and had 


ltriamphed, would inherit in the blessings 
of the saints in light, through whom that 
kingdom would be established, and borne off 
till the Savior come. Hence the apostles 
went forth proclaitning the kingdom, calling 
upon all, Jew and gentilé, to believe and obey 
the gospel, that they might be heire of that 
kingdom. So that all who believed and obey- 


heirs of the kingdom, but their being heirs, 


for Payl says in the 4th chapter to the Gala- 
tions, 1gt and 2d verses, to the contrary : ** Now: 
say, that t | 
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be 
lord of all; butis under tutors and governors 


until the time appointed by the father.” Then, 


a person may be constituted an heir, and yet 
be like a servant under tutors and governors 


the inheritance. Thus it was and is with 


perish.”” John makes a comment on this 


come nigh unto you.” We might quote mul- 


said hy the Savior, ‘that since the days of 


ed the teachings of the apostles were made 
did not suppose that they inherited the king- 
dom at the time their heirship was obtained ;_— 


heir, as long as he is a child, 


until the time appointed for him to enter into” 


those who obeyed the gospel through the min- 
istry of the apostles, they became heirs of the 
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of Jesse,”’ **that deliverer,’’ and established 
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kingdom, heirs of God, and joint heirs with 
Christ, but did not nor could not enter into 
the inheritance until the time appointed of the 
father; but still the kingdom of God was 
among them, had come to them, was pro. 
claimed since the days of John the Baptist—, 
and, when *that prophet’? came, ‘that root 


the kingdom, and it was borne off triamphant, 
then was the time appointed for those to whom 


redeem the whole purchased possession, and 
unite the heavens and the earth together, and 
bring in everlasting righteousness, And the 
fact is ao plain, that we think none can doubt 
that in order to do this, there had to be some- 
thing different from that established by the | 
apostles. If we could now at this late period 
of the world, establish a New Testament | 
church, as did the, apostles, with all its proph- 
ets, apostles, pastors. teachers, gifts, heal- 


the apostles had ministered, to change their 
heirship into possession, and no longer be 
heirs but possessors, | 

We have a saying of Paul in the Uith 
chapter to the Romans, which is to the point. 
See the 7th verse; ** What then? Israel hath 
not obtained that which he seeketh for; but 
the electian hath obtajned it, and the rest were 
blinded,’”?” What was it Israel sought for? 
We have before shown, that it was the king- 
dom of God; and here Paul says they had 
not obtained it, but the election had; that is, 
the apostles had obtained power to build the 
kingdom of God, and prepare materials for it, 
so that at the day of its triumph, it might be 
glorious. 

Surely then, we have reached an important 
point in relation to the salvation of the world. 
that all that have gone before our day, and all 
the dispensations deliveted to men, have left 
the world withont reaching the promise made 
to them of God our heavenly Father, and that 
all those who were administered to by the 
primitive apostles, are waiting for another 
dispensation to gome into the world, in order 
that they may change their heirship for~pos- 
seasion, and enter into the inheritance and in- 
herit with the saints in light. 

We may, if we will look, see the great 
necegsity of the Elias”? coming, that the 
hearts ef the childsen may be turned to the 
fathers, seize upon heaven’s offered boon of 
the kingdom, and cease not till they have ob- 
tained the redemption of the purchased pos~ 
session, and brought the rest of the fathers, 
and this will of necessity, turn the hearts of 
the fathers to them ; for the fathers could not 
have equal interest in an order of things, 
which left them without their reat, as they 
could have in one which was to eventuate in 
their comple‘e redemption, and in their chang- 
ing their peirship for the possession of the in- 
heritance. No sooner would the hearts of 
the childgen be turned to the fathers, than 
those of the fathers would be turned to the 
children, apd then speedily will the earth be 
redeemed from the curse. It was in view of 
this, that the Lord said he would ** cat his work 
short in righteousness, for a short work would 
he make in the earth.” 


ings, miracles, tongues, and interpretation of 
tongues, what could it do? The highest it 
could do, would be to make those to whom 
they administered, heirs of the kingdom; but 


could not bring them into the possession of 


the inheritance; for that, the apostles them- 
selves, when they were here, could not do; 
and who acting under their authority could do 
it? surely none, * for the servant is not greater 
than his lord, neither indeed can 
Surely then, wo to the world, the dead and 

the living, if the angel has not nor never 
brings the everlasting glad tidings, the king- 
dom of heaven will never be established— 
Babylon will never be thrown down; the dis- 


pensation of the fulness of times never come}; 


the heavens and the earth never be gathered ; _ 
all the promises made to the world fail; and 
those who have died in Christ perish. 

We wish to say a few things more in re- 
lation to the Jewish expectations concerning 
the kingdom of God, and on what these ex- 
pectations were founded. We have shown 
above, that the Jews knew that the law was 
to cease, and the kingdom of heaven was to 
be proclaimed and established, and their ear- 
nest desire was to, obtain that kingdom, feel- 
ing assured, if they did, they would prevail, | 
and finally triumph over their enemies. And 
they expected an Elias, a restorer, to be sent 
and commissioned of heaven to establish that 
kingdom, and through that kingdom restore 
all things ; turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the hearts of the children to 
the fathers, and thereby save the whole earth 
from a curse. | 

They felt themselves fully authorized to 
believe this from the testimony of the proph- 
ets. David in whom they believed, had said 
so many things about the kingdom, and about 
its glory, that the expectations of Israel were © 
raised exceedingly high. In the 145th Psalm 
from the 10th to the 15th verse inclusive, 
David says: * All thy works shall praise thee, 
O Lord ; and thy saints shall bless thee. They 
shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
talk of thy power; to make known. to the sons 
of men his mighty acts, and the glorious ma- 
jesty of his kingdom. Thy kingdom is an— 
everlasting kingdom, and thy dominion en- 
dureth throughout all generations. The Lord 


hat more need we say, to show that the 
expectation of all who in any degree were} 
acquainted with the things of God, have been 
resting on the fact, that the God of heaven 


would at some fixed period in the world, es-|meat in due season.” 


upholdeth all that fall, aud raiseth up all 
those that be bowed down. The eyes of all 
wait upon thee: and thou givest. them their 
And again, in the 103d 


tablish his kingdom, and through and by it,|Psalm, after viewing the dealings of God with 
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men, and the frailty of the human family, in 
the 17th and 18th verses, he begins to set forth 
the grounds of his hope and foundation upor 
which his happinese rested, as follows: + But 
the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to| 
everlasting upon the: that fear him, and his 
righteousness unto children’s children. To 
such as keep his covenant, and to those that 
remember his commandments to do them.”’ 
Who can read these sayings of the Psalmest, 
and not see the light in which he viewed the 
kingdom of God, and the results which were 
to follow its organization on the earth. In 
the above quotations the context will be suffi- 
cient to show, that David’s whole expectation 
for the salvation of Israel, entirely depended 
on the triamph of the kingdom of God, not 
on the triamph of the law as it then sxisted 
in Israel. He says in the 11th verse of the} 
145th Psalm: «All thy works shall praise 
thee, O Lord, and thy saints shall bless 
thee.” How shall his saints bless him? 
lith verse: ** ‘They shall speak of the glory 
of thy kingdom, and talk of thy power.” 12th 
verse: ‘+ ‘Io make known to the sons of men 
his mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of 
his kingdom.*” Who then, that had confi- 
dence in David, could avoid looking forward 
with deep desire for the coming of the king- 
dom‘of God ? There rested their hope; there 
the saints were to talk of the power of God; 
it was there that the mighty acts of God were 
to he made known to the sons of men. It 
wag the glorious majesty of his kingdom in) 
whigh‘his saints were to rejoice, and not in 
the |aw; for his kingdom was to be an ever- 
Fasting kingdom, and his dominion through. 
out all generations. From verse 13th, to the 
close of the Paslm, David shows the glorious 
results of the kingdom where his hopes alone 
rested. | 
- In- the 103d Pealm as above quoted, he car- 
ries his views still farther; he views the 
world of mankind as fading and perishing as 
the grass of the field, and finds no hope only 
inthe kingdom of God, and there he finds 
hope for the living and the dead. For though 
they perish as the grass, and wither as the 
flower, ** yet the mercy of the Lord is from 
everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear 
him, and his righteousness anto children’s 
children; tosach as keep his covenant, and 
to those who remember his commandments to 
do them.’? Why will the Lord do all this? 
Because he hath ‘prepared his throne in the 
heavens, and his’ kingdom ruleth over the 
whole earth. ‘This then is the reason assign- 
ed for the hepe of the righteous. ‘The kiog- 
dom of God is to’'rule over the whole earth, 
thoagh the righteous are cut down as the 
grass, and wither as the flower of the field, 


jothers would not do it. 


particular notice. [tis said of these, ** they 
shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
talk of the power of God;” those who are 
not saints will do neither; they will neither 
speak of the glory of the kingdom, nor talk of 
God’s power—the saints will do both. A 
people may talk of the power of God, and not 
be his saints, and they may speak of the glo- 
rious majesty of his kingdom and not be his 
saints; but when a people talk of both, we 
are bound to believe they are the saints of the 
Lord, for this is what his saints are to do. 
We have a remarkable instance of this now 
passing in this city. The saints here began 
to talk of the glorious majesty of God’s king- 
dom, and of his power in staying the violence 
of fire. ‘This indeed appears strange talk 
to some of our citizens; to them it 18 wild 
delusion, and editors afar off in the land 
are crying delusion! knavery! Witness the 
Cleveland Herald. Bishops and Editors, are 
all on the alert. What is the great alarm? 
There are a people in this city who have ven- 
tured to talk of the power of God, and the 
glorious majesty of his kingdom, as David 
said the saints would do. _ This is all; and 
this is enough to alarm a’ Bishop, to arouse 
the vituperation'of a of the west, and 
greatly to enkindle thé ire of a city Editor. 
Still, after all the excitement, the saints will 
talk of the glorious majesty of the kingdom 
of God. And whi the sainés talk of it and 
not others? Bétause others have no under- | 
standing about it. To them, it is an idle tale ; 
but to the saints a matter of rejoicing, because 
the kingdom of God 1s to “rule over all the 
earth.” This made David sing of it, the | 
prophets to rejoice in hope of it, and the apos- 
tles desire that it might be given to Israel. 


The saints will not only talk of the glori- 
ous majesty of the kingdom, but also of the 
power of God. The very fact of David hav- 
ing said this concerning the saints, supposes 
No wonder then, 
that those who are not saints, should be start- 
led at the idea of the saints talking of God’s 
power; for they are ignorant of it; they are 
not saints, and know nothing about the power 
of God, and as little about the kingdom. 


Nearly all the ignorance in the world in re- 
lation to the things of God, arises from a 
want of understanding of the things pertain- 
ing tothe kingdom and power of God; the 
very things about which the saints were to 
talk. 4f ignorant professors. understand the 
glories that pertain to the kingdom of God, 
the relation it bears to the salvation of both 
Jews and Gentiles, the fathers and the chil- 


dren, the dead and the living, they also would 


talk about it; but none but saints ever did 


yet there is hope both in life and in death; 

God has hie throne in the ieavens, and hie 

kingdom ruleth over the earth. 

. ‘There are a few sayings in the above quo- 
tations about the saints, which also deserve 


understand it, or ever will; to others, pro- 
fessors or non-professors, it will be as one 


teaching the doctrine of “ strange Gods ;” and 


will remain so until the Lord shall have es- 
tablished it in righteousness over the whole 


‘ 
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earth, and then they will open their eyes in 
the unseen world, being in torment, and be- 
wail their ignorance and hardness of heart 
that they did not believe. 

Taking what we have quoted from the 
Psalms, in connection with what Daniel says 
in the 2d chapter and 44th verse of his pro- 
phesy, and the 7th chapter 13th and 14th ver- 
ses, and we can see why it was that the Jews 
so earnestly desired the kingdom of Gud, 
and the reason why they looked to that as 
their only hope. If what was said by David 
and Daniel were true, they could as weil as 
any others might, if they were in their stead, 
see that if this kingdom passed into the hands 
of others, they must fall, and if they obtained 
it, with it they obtained all things. Accord- 
ing to these prophecies, it was to ‘break in 
pieces all kingdoms, and stand forever’’ to 
fill the whole earth; a kingdom which was 
to bear rule over all tongues, languages, 
and kindreds of the earth, to be everlasting, 
to never be given to other people; the dead 
as well as the living to be partakers in its| 
glories, and when the Son of man came, this 
was the kingdom which was to be given to 
him. Well then, might the disciples ask the 
all-absorbing question to the Savior: ‘* wilt 
thou now restore the kingdom to Israe} ?’ 

Let any man read the Old Testament proph- 
ets, and the New ‘Testament apostles and 
prophets, and they cannot avoid seeing that 
this, of all others, was the subject that en- 
grossed their attention. When the apostles 
contended for the resurrection of the dead, it 
was in obedience to the triumph of the king- 
dom of God. It was through that they ex- 

‘pected it. 

Having then the subject of the kingdom of 
heaven fairly before us as taught by all the 
sacred writers, we may well say the last days 
are to be dava of wonder. The prophet Isai- 
ah then said right, when he said of the Lord, 
that in these days he would perform his work, 
his strange work, and do his act, his strange 
act. If all the things spokenty the prophets! 
and apostles. are ever fulfilled, the day or days 
in which they will be fulfilled, above all 
others, will be the days of wonder. We 
must expect a new body of inspired men yet 
on this globe > men having received authority, 
not from the apostles and prophets of old, but 
from. the mission of' an heavenly messenger 
sent through ‘the midst of heaven for that 
purpose, and béaring good news thatare to be 
everlasting, and through that, cause the down- 
fall of that which the scriptures call Babylon 
the great. . 

itis a matter~for all to notice, particularly, 
that thing called Babylon, was not to be 
thrown down by reason of any power or priest- 
hood the apostles had left when they were 
taken ; for had this been the case, they would 
have said so; but when they speak of the 
downfall of Babylon, they speak of it as a 
fonsequence, which shall follow a something 


called the everlasting gospel, and that ever 
lasting gospel to be proclaimed, not by the 
apostles, but by an angel from heaven. 
then, this is correct, all the preaching and 
teaching men can do by virtue of the aathority 
received from the apostles, will leave Baby- 
lon where they found it. Boe 


One thing we think is certain, and that is, 
whatever that thing called Babylon the great 
is, it is a something which grew up notwith- 
standing all the power and priesthood the apos- 
tles left amongst men, and probably the thing 
to which Panl alluded, when he said ‘the 
mystery of iniquity doth already work,” and 
would do tilla certain time. What makes us 
think it was the same thing, is, that it is call- 
ed ** mystery Babylon;” and Paul says, * the 
mystery of iniquity doth already work.’ This 
‘mystery of iniquity,” was in all probability, 
‘‘mystery Babylon.” Be this as it may, itis 
certain, that it was something that was to fol- 
low after the days of the apostles, and if it 
spread in despite of all the priesthood the 
apostles left on earth until it became Babylon 
the great, it would bea very unfair conclusion 
to draw, that that which could not prevent its 
growth until it became great, could after it 
became great then overthrow it, where would 
all this power come from? For if the people, 
or any of them, had it before, it would have 
been easier to stop it before it got great, than 
to cast it down to rise no more after it had be- 
come great. 


Look at it then as we may. and the conela- 
sion is forced on the mind, that it will require 
the interposition of heaven in some way, to 
cast down Babylon the great, different from 
the Lord’s way of dealing with the apostles, 
according to their ministry and apostieship ; 
for according to that dealing, Babylon grew 
up and hecathe great; and the same cause 
would let it remain great. A change then, 
must take place, and how will that change 
take place? If it is not by the angel Sohn 
saw with the everlasting gospel, we are left 
to conjecture} and jn that caee, the angel saw 
by John, had no business; he brought tidings 
the world did not need; for the apostles had 
all the power necessary, and could transfer it 
from genération to generation. 


View the sabject in any point of light we 
can, and we are left to embrace the plain 
scriptare facts, that in the last days an an- 
gel was to visit the earth to inspire men to 
found and bear off the kingdom of heaven, 
and thereby gather Israel—establish right 
eousness on the earth—cast dowa Babylon— 
bring in the redemption of the purchased pos- 
session—prepare the way for the second ad- 
vent of the Savior—put the heavens and the 
earth together—bring those forth, who were 
under the alter in heaven, and cause the heav- 
ens and the earth to shout Alljaluia. 
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For the Messenger and Advocate. 

The generation in which we live, is one that 
is admired by the inhabitants of the same, 
more than all generations from the creation of 
Adam till the present time. Yea, the Proph- 
ets of old looked down through the vista of 
time, in vision, and beheld the great work ot 
the Lord to be accomplished in this generation. 
Yea, the Lord has spoken by the mouth of his 
servants the Prophets, that he would com- 


about the jucgments of Gud cuvering the earth 
land darkness the minds of the people, and I 
said it will be by the revelation of Jesus that — 
we will be able to stand amongst the wreck 
of nations; and I said repent and believe the . 
gospel of ttie Kingdom of heaven; now I de- 
sire to point out to you the way that is laid 
down in the Scriptures, that you may escape 
the judgments that ere coming on the earth, 


mence to do a great and marvellous work 
among the inhabitants of the earth in the 
last days, which will cause the wisdom of the 
wise men of the earth to perish, and the an- 
derstanding which they gain from the world|Spirit, for the law of the spirit of life in Christ 
shall be hid, because the Lord has said by the 
mouth of his servants the Prophets, that his 
power shall he made known in the last days 


for the salvation of Israel. 


And this shall be done by the Lord _ giving 
unto his servants precept upon precept, and 
line upon line, that they may teach the child- 
ren of men the way which they can escape 
the judgments of Gad, which is coming on the 
earth. Therefore, repent; O ye inhabitants of|sin and death, and made him an heir of the 
the earth, that you may escape the wrath of|kingdom of God. Paul says more about the 
God, for the day of hie judgments in the earth 
has commenced; and who shall be able to 
stand! why those who receive precept upon 

recept, and line upon line from the God of|Gospel, that Christ said to Nicodemus, * For 


ven. 


and be saved in the Kingdom of heaven. — 
The Apostle Paul said im his days, to the 
saints at Rome, there ia thérefore now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the 


Jesus, hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death. 

By the above saying of Paul, F understand | 
all who are notin Christ Jesus are condemned ; 
but Paul said the spirit of life which he ob- 
tained in Christ Jesus, made him free from thé 
law of sin and death. I understand Paul to 
say that the spirit of Jife is only obtained ir 
Christ Jesus, which freed him from the law of 


spirit of life; now if any man have not thé 
Spirit of Christ he is none of his. 
St. John tells us in the 3d chapter of his 


God so loved the world, that he gave his only 


The inhabitants of the earth may cry peace,|begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
peace, and say all things are well ‘with us, forjshould not perish, but have everlasting life; 


tor God sent not his son into the vorld tocon- 
demn the world, but that the world through © 


line, for the bible ieall the revelations thejhim might be saved; he that believeth in him 


by the power 


us that will cause to’ stand in these days, 
for the things which have come upon the earth 
these last two months, are the judgments|demned. Moreover, Jesus says, ‘For he 
which are spoken of by the Prophets, that 
should come on the earth in the last days.— 
Therefore, repent, O ye inhabitants of the 
earth, and obey the gospel of the Kingdom ofj|not mine, but the father’s which sent me;’ 
heaven, for the judgments of God will not 
stop, but they will increase year after year; 
yea, kingdom will arise agains: kingdom, na- 
tion against nation, and state against state; 
yea, the nations of the earth will be in one 
clamor of war. Now know for assurity.O ye 
- inhabitants of the earth, that the Son of God 
will make his second advent to the earth when 
the inhabitants of the earth will be at war one 
with the other; yea, in that day the power of|father, that 1f any man will do his will he 


God will be revealed to his servants. 


The 


Lord has said through bis servants the Prophets 
_ that he will he a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, and against the adulterers, and 
against false swearers, and againet those that 


is not condemned, but he that believeth not 


rf pof the earth, it wil] bejis condemned already, because he has not be- 
Sed: being revealed unto 


lieved in the name of the only begotten Son.”’ 
Here we see, that he that believeth not the 
words of the only begotten Son of God, is con- 


whom God hath sent, speaketh the words of 
God.”” And again, Jesus said, when he was 
in the flesh, **‘I'he words which ye hear are 


and Jesus said to the Jews, **I come not to 
do mine own will, but the will of him that sent 
me;”’ and also Jesus answered them, and said, 
os My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent 
me.” {am aware that the people in this gen- 
eration do not luok at these things as they 
read, for if they should they would under- 
stand just what they mean, and that is what 
Jesus said to the Jews about the will of his 


shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God, or whether I speak of myself. By this 
saying we nnderstand the people were taught 
to do the commandments of God, and by so 
doing, they had a promise of knowing whether © 


oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow,|the doctrine be of God, or of man. This was 
and the fatherless, and that turn aside the | 
stranger from his ri 
the Lord. | 

Now my readers, I have said some things 


ght, and fear not me, saith 


the privilege the people had in the days of 
Christ, and the aposties, and the same privi- 
lege is granted to this generation, inasmuch as 
God is unchangeable—the same now as in the 


| 
| 
we are walking io the old paths, but we will 
| not have precept upon precept, and line upon 
ord 18 going to but know for as<urity! 
all ye inhabitar 


days of the apostles—and is no respecier of 
persons; but (as Peter said to Cornelius) jin 
every nation he that feareth him and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted by him. Now my 
readers, the law which is laid down in the 
New Testament, came from him who is perfect. 
with whom is no variableness, neither <hadow 
of turning, and as David says in the Psalms, 
the law of the Lord is perfect; and Jesus said, 
‘© Be ye therefore perfect, ayen as your Fath- 
er which is in Heaven is perfect. 

_ By the above testimony we understand that 
God is perfect, and the law which he gave 
_ through his Son; to tHe apostles, is perfect 
also; and we.read in the New Testament, 
when men obeyed that law, which wads given 
to the apostles, that they received blessings ; 
as you will find written in Mark$ also in Acts. 
In the 12th chapter of Ist Corinthians, the 
apostle Paul tells us about the blessinis the 
people received in his day by obeying the law 
of God. _Now I will point out to you, my 
readers, the law of God, aa itis laid down in 
the New Testanient, by reading the 28th chap- 


ter of Matthew, commencing at the 18th verse.}y 


(which qt Jesus giving commandments 
to the apostles, after the gesurrpotion ) * And 
Jesus came and apake unto them, (the apos- 
tles,) saying; All powet is given unt> ne, in 
heaven. and on earth} go ye thefetoré, and 
teach all nations, baptising them, in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: teaching them (all naslone) to observe 
all things Coes a part) whatsoever I have com- 
manded you}! ahd lo! Iam with you always 
even unty the end of the world, Amen.” 

_ Now the question is, what. were al] nations 
to observe after they were taught by the apos- 
tles? 1 will answer this qsestion by the 
testimony of Mark, 16th chapter, commen- 
cing at the 15th verse: ‘sand he (Jesus,) 
said unto them, (the apostles,) go ye into all 
the world, and preach the gospel to every 
treatare. He that believéth the gospel you 
apostles preach) and is baptized, shall be 
saved, but he that believeth not shall be 


that are afar off, evan a8 many 


of the pe 
assured 
days, he 


lowing them that wolld belleve ahother gos~ 
pel from that which the apostles preached ; 
but the apostle Paul said to the saints in bis 
days: “If any _ preach any other gospel 
unto you than that ye have received, 5 
he accursed.” | 
And agaili ny readers, we find the testi- 
mony of Luke, which reada this : « And (Je- 
sus) said unto them, (the apostles; } thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved Ufifist to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day, and 
that repentance and remt88ion of sins should 
be preached in his nanié among all nations, 
beginning at Jerusalem:” °By this we are 
able to understand where it Was to commence, 
and the way it was to be preached to all pa- 
tions; and by reading the 2d chdptet of the 
Acts of the Apostles, you will understand 
that when Peter preached the first sermon on 
the day of pentecost, and testified unto the 
Jews, that they had crucified the Son of God, 
“they tere pricked in their hearts, and said 
unto Peter and to the fest of the aposiles, 
men ani BretHrén, wHat shall do.” Here 
ou see that these rien beliéved the gospel as — 
it was preached by Peter. Now bear in mind 
ihe commandment that Christ gave to the 
apostles, saying: “ He that believeth and is 
vapitized shall be saved.” Peter having this 
comtnandnierit trom Christ he was able to 
tell them what to do, that they might have 
their sing remiftéd, which reddé thas: “Then. 
Petet said tinto theni, repent, and be bay tined 
evbr} one of you; in the name of Jesus Chiist; 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive 
the gift of tlie Holy Ghost, for the promi 
is tinto you, dnd to your children, and to all 
as the Lord 


our God shall Gall” 
Now | wafit to ask one question, does the 
Lord call any petsdu in these days? the most 
ople will siy yes. Therefore know, 
. if God calls any people ip these 
will cali them to obey the very daitie 
kind of gospel ds Peter preached oni thé day 
of Pentecost! and that was, faitli in the word 


y 


damned,” (or condemned.) By this we un- 
_ derstand that when men believed the gospel 


then the 
‘that the apostles preached, they were com-|the promise of the gift of thé Holy 
thanded by Jesus to baptize them accotding|which was confered by the imposition of 
Matthew. And mareover,japostlés hands, as will be seen in Acts 


to the testiniony of 
we have in the testimony of Mark, 4 promise 
of the gifts and blessings following those 
who woald believe the gospel which the 
apostles were commanded to preach, Which 
teads thus: And these signs sifall follow 
them that, believe; in my. name shall they 
cast out devils, they shall speak with new 
tougues, they shall take up serpents, and if 
they drink any deadly thing, it stall not hart 
them, they shall lay hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover.” You will bear in mind. 
these gifts and blessings were to only follow 
those that obeyed the gospel as it wae preach. 


ed by the apostles ; consequently, we have} 


got no promise of any gifts or blessings fol- 


of God, and repentance, and baptiddi by wa- 
ter, for the remissidn of sina, had 
host, 


5, 6. ‘When they feard this, (the words 
Paul spake unto them,) they were tptided i 
ithe name of the Lord Jesus; and wheo Paoli | 
tad laid his hands upon them the Holy Gnost 
camié on themi, and they spake with tongues, 
and prophesied.’ Also, in the 8ih of Acts we 
learn that Philip went down and preached to 
the yeople of Samaria, and when they bejiev-. 
ed Philip’s preaching, ‘they were baptized 
both men and womer.” After this, the apos- 
tles at Jerusalem hearing that Samaria had 
received the word of God, “sent unto them 
Peter and John: who, when they were come 
down, prayed for them, that they might re- 


| 


ceive the Holy Ghost; for as yet he was fallen 


| 
| 
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. upon none of them: only they were baptized 
in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then laid 
they their hands upon them, and they received, 
the Holy Ghost.” 

Paul informs us, in the 12th chapter of Ist 
Corinthians, that no man can say that Jesus 
is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost. And he 
also speaks of the gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
which they received by obeying the gospel; 
even that gospe] which Christ said should be 
preached in all the world for a witness, then 
shal] the end come. But Paul says the man- 
ifestation of the Spirit was given to every 
man to profit whithal. For he says ‘'to one 
was given the word of wisdom; to.another, the 
word of knowledge; to another, faith; to an- 
other the gifts of healing; to another the work- 
ing of miracles; to another, prophecy; to an 
other, discerning ce hog to another, diverse 
kinds of tongues; ‘to another, the interpreta- 
tion of tongues; but all these worketh that 
one and the self-same Spirit dividing to every 
maa severally as he will.’’ . 

Now my readers, 1 have set before you in 
short, the law of God as it is laid down in the 
New Testament, and the blessings that men 
obtained by obeying that law. Now] have 
arrived toa point where I will have to ask 
you a question, and that is, has God ever 


| 


the earth, then the heavens and the earth will 


be together, for the earth will be full of tha 
knowledge of God as the waters cover the 
greatdeep. Yea, in that day, all the inhab- 
itants of the earth shall know the Lord from 
the least of them to the greatest, and Jesus 
will be king over all the earth. All persons 
have this privilege by obeying the law of God, 
that they may obtain the spirit of life which 
isin Christ Jesus, that they may inherit the 
the earth a thousand years with the King of 
kings, and Lord. of lords. Search the scrip- 
tures, for they testify of these things. | 
ROBERT KINCAID. 


MESSENGER AND ADVOCATE. 


PITTSBURGH, PA. JUNE 1, 1845. 


The communication of Elder A. B. Tom- 


linson will appear in our next. 


The progress of the Kingdom of God is on- 


ward; since the conference, several additions 
have been made to the church in this city and 
vicinity. 
been blessed with the privilege of initiating 
new members into the kingdom; and the 


The charch in Philadelphia has 


changed the law which he gave through his/church in Boston has been greatly favored of 


Son to the children of men? I believe you will 
all answer, no; for none whqreads the New 
Testament can point out a single place where 
God says he will change the gospel Jaw.— 
Therefore, my readers, I have proved that God 
is perfect, and his law is perfect, and conse- 
quent)y it must be as good to-day as when it 
was given. Therefore, all 1 have to say now 
is, that I know the law is not changed, but if 
men will obey the law as it is laid down in 
the New Testament, they shall receive the 
same blessings which the saints enjoyed in the 
days of the apostles: This I know for my- 
self and not for another. Yea, we live ina 
generation when God has spoken from the 
heavens to man on the earth, and given him 

recept upon precept, and line upon line, that 

e mh organize the kingdom of God which\ 
is spoken of by Daniel the prophet. Yea, } 
speak the truth and lie not, the kingdom of 
God is organized on the earth, and it will roll 
forth until it becomes a great mountain and 
fills the whole earth. Yea, in that day the 
Son of God shall burst the heavens, and cone 
forth with power, and great glory, to redeem 
his servants who bear off the Singles of God 
to thenations of the earth. Yea,in that day he 
will redeem all who are in Christ Jesus; if in 
their graves, they shall be redeemed there- 
from; if in the heavens, they shall come forth 
from it, for the heavens shall pass away asa 
scroll when it is rolied up, and all the heaven- 
ly host shall descend, and will inherit the 
earth; and all those whoare living in the flesh 
in that day, which are in Christ Jesus, ¢hall 


ou 
preach to them any more, saying “you cannot 
do it by the power of the Holy Ghost,” the 
Lord is blessing us with the gift of his Spir't, 
a 
of his kingdom, to a greater extent than we | 
have ever before realized; therefore, we say to 


be redé@tned from their enemies, and inherit 


the Lord by a marvellous display of his good- 
ness and by the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, 
las will be seen by Elder Hutchings’ letters. 


Nota Sabbath passes with the Church in 


this city, but we enjoy sweet communion with 
the Spirit of God—the love of God seems to 
reign in every heart, and joy is beaming on 
every countenance; while we are thus assem- 
bled together, we feel as though we are sit« 
ting in an heavenly place in Christ Jesus; 
and we are constrained to say like one of old, 
‘sit is good for us to be here.” | 


Thus, while Parley P. Pratt is calling 


upon the Elders of the Mormon charch to come’ 


tfrom the Gentiles with the gospel, and not | 


nd with knowledge pertaining to the things 


the elders in Israel, the messengers in the 
kingdom of heaven, the fishers and hunters of 
the Lord, go forth in the name of Israel’s God, 
lift up your voices in righteousness, and spare 
not, the everlasting tidings of 
the kingdom, to the Gentiles and to all the 
world, and the Lord .God of Hoste will 
bless you with the outponring of the Holy 
Ghost, and confirm the word with signs 


a 
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following, for the “kings of the Gentiles are 
yet to be thy nursing fathers and their queens 
thy nursing mothers’’ and they are to ‘bear 
thy sons upon nee phenions, and thy daugh- 

ters in their arms.’ 


The Catholic, of the 10th ult, ne been’ 
pleased to Gopy fromthe minutes of our con- 
ference, certain things, which the leaders of 
that paper have thought safficiently worthy of 
their notice; acompanying the extracts with 
occasional remarks, and asa Mr. O'Connor 
is the head of the Caholic concern in this city, 
we are justified in believing, that in the com- 
ments alladed ‘to, we havea rare and true speci- 
men of hisreligeous theory. We havealways 
entertained a better opinion of the Catholic 
faith, than the remarks made in his paper 
will justify. So weshall have to lower our 
opinion. | 

Taking into connection the extracts and 
comments, they present to the mind a curious 
specimen of religious faith; one that w 
should have thought no respectable dignitary 
in any charch would be willing to acknow]- 
edge. The sentimentsin our minutes are call- 
ed fanatacism; this is well enough. Where- 
in the fanatacism consists, the publicis not in- 
formed; it is perhaps enough fora dignitary to 
say so, and al] must besilent. The Bishop, 
thinks our doctrines are “absurd enough.” — 
How much absurdity makes enoughg is surely); 
a question,for the learned, and a;Bishop 
ought to have told the ignorant and unlearn- 
ed. Now Mr Bishop, has a man enough 0 
absurdity, when he has too little to make a 
Catholic, or when he has too mach, or justa 
sufficiency! for if we were to judge of the 
Cathelic faith’ by the specimen before us noth- 
ing but absurdity would make one. 

What.is it thathas called forth the disap- 
probation to our faith from the Bishop’s pen 
or some of his dependants. It is because we 
believe the ancient faith, the faith of the prim- 
itive church; and here in Pittsburgh is a dig- 
_ nitary, calling himself a dignitary in the prim- 
itive church, crying fanatacism, absurdity; at 
what? the faith of the primitive church. 

It is the belief in revelations, the minister- 
ing of angels, and the divine interposition 
through and by the prayers of the church, that, 
this dignitary calls absurdity. Upon what 
principle is it, that the Catholics call their 


| 


not, deny that such was the faith of the primi | 
tive church; and that the Lord interposed ia 
their behalf and others, when they sought ir 
righteousness at his hand, and that this was 
one of the essential differences between the 
ancient christian church and all others.—y 
Neither will he dare deny that the priesthood 
of the primitive church, was consecrated to 
God for this purpose, that through their minis- 
tration all the blessings of heaven might be. 
bestowed on the church, not even the gift of 
the Holy Ghostexcepted. Then pray, Mr. Q’- 
Conner, how comes it, that this is now absurd- 
ity, and yet, the primitive church still exists? 
But the most curious of all is what the Bishop 
says about the church? His words are as fol- 
lows: 

‘We think no one can read iii extracts 
without being induced to Jament the weak- 
ness of human nature, and seriously to exam- 
ine the merits of that principle which directly 
leads to the most unaccountable delusions— 
that principle which, rejecting the necessity 
and existence of an unerring guide, allows 
every man to follow whatever his reason may 
suggest as conformable to. revelation. When 
will experience teach men, that security of 
faith is to be found only in the ark of the 
church? When will they cease to be ‘tossed — 
to and fro with every wind of doctrine,’’ the 

upes of delusien, and perhaps of the “cunning 
devices” of interested men.”’ 

What principle is it, Mr. Bishop, that “re- 


—j|jects the necessity and existence of an uner- 


ing guide?”? Of the principle of the divine in- 
terposition, the principle that heaven reveals 
himself to his saints, and interposes in their 
behalf and in behalf of others, when sought of 
by them. And /his is the principle which al- 
lows every man to follow whatever his reason | 
may suggest as conformable to revelation.— 
Is it so Bishop? Then Sir, this was the 
principle which governed the primitive church 
as long as the New Testament gives us any 
account of it; So this, according to modern 
Catholocism is an absurdity, and yet modern 
Catholocism is the primitive church. | 

But the Bishop asks ‘when will experience 
teach men, that secarity of faith is to be found 
only in the ark of the church?” Now what 
church is this, in which secarity of faith ie 
only to be found? A church without any 
revelations, any ministering of angels, or any 
manifestations of the divine power, because 
a church with these is an absurdity in the 
Bishop’s estimation. Then safety of faith, 


church the primitive church? Surely, he will 


must be deposited in a church where none of 
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those exist. and yet, it is such a queer thing 
that it does not aflow every man “‘to follow 
whatsoever his reason may suggest, as con- 
formable to tevelation.” 

S6 a man; in order to have security of faith, 
must neither have reason nor revelation, and 
then hé will have security of faith. Well, 
Mr. O’Connet, you are a hopeful Bishop. 

We have often heard such charges miade 

-against the Catholic church, that the members 
‘must believe the priest, though it should be 
against both feason and revelation; but te 
always supposed it to be slanderous; bat to 
our surprise, there is one dignitary in the 
church bold endugh to assertit. Well bishop 
18 there “absurdity énoogh” in all this, or wil! 
it require more to make a good Catholic. We 
leave you to answer. We should think there 
was a sufficiency to answer the purpose o 
any knave. 


priesthood had no more powers than theirs’; 
this the Catholics denied, asserting theird 
have all the powets of the primitive 
priesthood; but since there has appeared 
a priesthood in the world, which is of 
such a character not only to claim priest- 
hood, but also meintain the true doctrine of 
priesthood, that of getting revelations, ob- 
aining visions &c., the Bishop is under 
the necessity of cryiog delusion, absurdity, 
though the people thus charged only claim 
the powers of the prinjitive priesthood. 

This is but an honest acknowledgement 
on the part of the Bishop, and one the pro- 
testants have long since known he ought to 
have made; and wa think the protestants owe 
us something for drawing the bishop out of 
his hiding place, and placing him in the com- 
mon ranks of hisneighbors. | | 
After al’ the, high pretentions of Catholic 


The Bishop again asks: ‘When will they 
cease to be tossed to and fio with every wind 
of doctrine’’ the dupes of delusion, and per- 
haps of the “cunning devices’ of interested 
men?” We answer, it will he when those 


dignitazies to the trué priesthoud, when fairly 
put to the test with their priesthood, they have 
no way to conceal the riakedness of the ani- 
mal; but raise a dust about delusion, heresy, 
&c. in order to hide from the public gaze 
their true character. | 


Well Bishop you are out, now walk around 


who think they have the true priesthood but 
have it not, will examine their true standing 
before Ged, and see their error, and cease to 
lead the péopleastray by mistaken pretentions, 
and resign their pretentions to the priesthood 
which God has institated and not man! for 
the trae priesthood will lead men into trath 
and not into error, and God will sanctify their 


among yoor neigfibots afid say to them “your 
priesthood is aS good and has as much power as 
mine, "and then you will say right; make no 
more we to the priesthood of the trae 
churcb than your neighbors; for you know, if 
you know any thing, that the object heaven 
had in ingtitdting a priesthood among men, 
was that-throdgh that priesthood the Lord 
might communicate his will and blessings to 


ministrations, by the gifts of the Holy Spirit; 
and those to whom they administer, will 
receive the testimony from on high that they 
aré God’s ministers, set apart of heaven for 
this parpose. Or else it will be when God 
makes bare his own afm in defence of the 
truth, and cuts down in his wrath all false 
pretenders, and establishes his trae priesthood, 
thereby restoring that which is lost, and filling 
thé earth’ with the true knowledge of God. ° 
_ The Bishop finds himself without the 
priesthood of the true church or kingdom 
of heaven, and he cannot obtain divine 
communications: but still he wishes the 
people to believe it, and is driven to the 
necessity of calling the powets of the 
true priesthood, absurdity, in order to 
support his own pretensions to priesthood. 
This is what the protestants have alwaye 


man. Take this away, and one man can be_ 
a priest 2s well as another, and any laborer 
about the street, éan do as much good to man- 
kind as a bishop. = 


The Catholics can have no claims 


to be the 
primitive church, only, because in their charch 
they have the primitive priesthood; neither is 
their any safety in one church more than an- 
other, only the supeffority of the ‘priesthood 
in one church over andther. Hf the Catholics 
then are the primitive church, they have the 


primitive priesthood, and, if they have it not, 
theit pretentions aré idfe, vain, and deceptive; 
but what says the Bishop? it is absurd fanat- 
acism to claim she powers of the primitive 
priesthood, and yet, the Catholics without 
chat priesthood are the primitive church. 
What was 1 that rendered the faith of any. 
man Safe in the primitive church? it was the 
power of the priesthood in that church, be- 
lcause the priesthood of that church had pow- 
er with God; they could ask God in the name 
of Jesus Christ, and he would make known to 
them the knowledye they desired. It was on 


said of the Catholics, that the Catholic 


this principle they could ‘bind onearth, and it 
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-~«. But with due defference to the Bishop and 
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should be bound in heaven, and lose on earth, 
and it should be losed in heaven,” bat take 
this power from the priesthood, and their bind- 
ing and losing were vain, and the attempt todo 
so an insult to heaven. Sut the Bishop calls 
this power fanatacism, absurd, &c. and yet, 
if he claims the priesthood of the pfimitive 
charch, he claims the right to bind on earth, 
and what he binds on earth to be bound in 
heaven; but the power of prevailing with the 
heavens, and getting the mind of God in rela- 
tion to that binding is, according to his lan- 
guage, “absurd enough.” Well if it is more 
absurd than the Bishop’s pretention, we 
should think it was ‘‘absurd enough” to an- 
swer his or any other man’s purpose, no 
matter how deep his designs todeceive. The 
truth then is, the Bishop has not this binding 
power, for if he had, he would neveft say 


tures, was to be established and triamph.—4 
And this we have a right-to claim at 

hand of Mr. O’Conner, and he is not at lib» 
erty to depatt from it, without sacrificing 
every principle which belongs to a gentleman, 
In publishing the minuites of our confer- 
ence, we had respect td the many churches 
of our order scattered over the countty, who 


powers which belong to it. They ¢dre no- 
thing about men’s pretentions to priesthood 
unless the Lord acknowledges by his spirit, 
and sanctifies all they do, by making known 
that what is done is according to his will.— 
It was for their satisfaction we were partic- 
ular to give the events which transpired at 
and during the conference, that they might 
know of the goodness of God to us ward, and 
that the Lord was with us. We had no 


that it was absurd for there to be the min- 
istering of angels, in answer to the pfaye 


friends, that we were going ‘to kindle the ire 


of the saints, or divine manifestations to those|of our neighbours, or cause a bishop to dis- 
whom God has called and chosen$ andjrespéct the fobes of his dignity; but so it 
the very proof that the bishop has not/has happened, and we cannot help it. 


the trne priesthood is the fact of his saying; 
these are absurd, and, consequently, is in- 
capable of determining whether God has 
called any man or number of men to be 
priests and ministers before him. 


Catholic church, we deny their having the 
true pfiesthood; giving them all they claim, 
that of an unbroken chain of ordination 
since the days of St. Peter; and though 
they can prove this chain of ordination—a 
something that is sttongly to be doubted 
still they will ¢ome far short of establish- 
ing their right to the trae priesthood of 
the last days on this ptinciple; but when 
they have established the fact of their reg- 
ular sdceession of ordination from Peter, they 
have en to the satisfaction of every one 
acquainted with the bible that theirs is nol 
the true priesthood, by which the kingdom 
of God was to be established, through which 
the glory and triumph of the saints were to 
come; for this is a priesthood the 
er | gee t> have, themselves being judges, 
and they could not give to others a priesthood 
they never had themeelves: 

Inasmoach then, as the bishop has obtraded 
our name upon the public, and that not with 


SIDNEY RIGDON. 

To the tarious Branches of the Chisrch of Christ 
From recent otcurrences in éonie of thé 
branches of the Church, we deem it a duty td 
say a few things in relation to their government. 
It is the prerogative of each branch to choose 
its own officers, for the better management of 
its own affairs. No evangelist, by virtue of 
his office, has a right to assume the authority 
over any individual branch, only by the 
and appointment of said branch. Neither 
has the General Conference a right to appoint 
a presiding or presidin rs to preside 
overany iadividual branch, unless said branch 
requests the Conference to do 830;—but in case 
no such request is made, the Conference has 
no power to appoint. No person going from 
the General Conference, and acting under its 
direction, has a right, by virtue of their ap~ 
pointment, to claim the presiding authority 


les nev-jover any branch of the Church. 


The Conference has a right to appoint an 


evangelist to go and labor within the boands - 
, for the purpose of ‘siding and * 


of’ any bra 
assisting the branch in establishing the trath 
in their vicinity; but this does not-give the 


the courtesy which becomes a gentleman, 
we have a right to démand of him to support 
his asseftions and prove to the world ouf fan- 
atacism and absurdity, and we also challange 
him to prove that he has the trne priéethood; 


e¥angeélist authority to claim the presidency 
of the branch. Evangelista and others have 
aright to build branches any where, where the 


lover said branches if they choosé, and thé 


and when he shall have shown on whdt prin- 
ciple he claims it, with the bible in onf hands 
we are ready to meet him; and we will say to 
the bishop, to begin with, that we will allow 
him the right of having an unbroken chain of 
ordination since the days of Peter the apostle; 
but we will ask him to prove that that ordina-. 


branch so desires—which ia all inetances 
would probably be the casei but if the evan- 
gelist and the branch thought best, he would 
have a right, at the request of the branch. to 
appoint another to preside, and go his way and 
build others, and take the general superinten- 
dence of all the branches thus built by him, 


tion gave him the priesthood by which the 


kingdom of heaven, as mentioned in the serip- 


knowing at all times he was under the direc- 
tion of the Twelve. 


uest 


Lord opens a door for them, and to presidé 


believe, not only in a priesthood, but in the — 


idea in thus discharging our duty to our 
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There are rights which helong to every 


member and every branch of the Church of 
Christ, which must be held sacred, or else the’ 


Church becomes a system of tyranny, and 
aspiring men will assume authority destruc- 
tive of the rights of others, and in violation of 
the laws of Heaven. The Chuorch of Christ 
is a system of liberty and not opptession.— 
“ If the Son therefore make you free, yon shall 
be free indeed,” is one of the Savior’s noble 
sentiments; and if a person is put under bon- 
dage he is not free. 3 
‘ It is every person’s right to serve God or let 
it alone, as far we are concerned, and for his 
conduct he must be free to act or else he cannot 
be judged. Let every branch then chouse its 
own presiding officers, and let no man try tc 
obtain it only at the request of the branch it- 
self. If there is a branch organized which is 
established in righteousness before God, they 
will have wisdom to choose the right person 
to preside over them; and if any desire, let 
him desire it before the Lord, and if it be the 
Lord’s will that he should have it, the Lord 
will so manifest to the branch; and if the 
Lord doés not so manifest to the branch, let the 
p n know, assuredly, that desires it, that it 
8 not the Lord’s will ne should have it, and! 
let him act where he can until the Lord shall 
give him another place. : 
When evangelists are sent out to a place to} 
labor as such, if they fail to do so, and get out 
of their place; and thereby do injury instead of 
good, for this they must give an account to the 
grand council. | 
Let evangelists and all others, therefore, 
when they accept and are sent on a mission, 
see that they fulfil their mission faithfully, 
and cease not to do good, and be not anxious 
to preside over branches, till the Lord gives 
_ them success in their mission. They are ex- 
‘pected to be those who can give proper in- 
struction to all, and be examples of humility. 
buffering all things for Christ’s sake, and if 
they are found wanting, and unfaithful in the 
smaller matters, the greater things will not be 
committed to their charge; for “4 that is not 
faithful in a few things, will not be faithful 
in many. | 
SIDNEY RIGDON. 


Aye) TO THE PUBLIC. | 
" In reading the public journals of the day, we 
find that they are laboring under mistaken no- 
tions about the Church of Christ, organized 
in April last, in this city, and thereby are lia- 
ble to do us fnjustice. It: appears to. be the 
impression that the Chorch of Christ is a 
branch, or some way connected with that aban- 
donedly corrupt Mormon institution at Nauvoo. 
O greater mistake than this can exist. The 


Church of Christ has no refation to them, nor| 


connection with thém, more than it has with 
any other society. The Church of Christ ut- 
terly denies their authority, receives no mem- 


by baptism, on the confession of their faith 
and repentance. Neither is the Church of 
Christ composed of those who belonged to 
that sink of corruption. There are of those, 
in the Church of Christ, who were connected 
with the * Latter Day Saints;”’ but who ut- 
terly refused to have any part with that branch 
in Nauvoo, after the introduction of their base 
system of polygamy, which was followed by 
a system of lying, perjury, and coining, and 
counterfeiting, éc., and is fast terminating in 
open collision between them and the authori. 
ties of the country. 2 
There are many who belong to the Church 
of Christ that never belonged to the Church of 
« Latter Day Saints.’’? The Church of Christ 
in her eclesiastical organization, is the same 
as the Church of Christ was, before the exis- 
tence of the Church of * Latter Day Saints.” 
The Church of Christ is not chargeable, in 
any way, with the abominations of the Nau- 
voo corruptions, any more than the Methodist 
or Presbyterian Church would be, if on the con- 
fession of their repentance towards God, they 
should receive of those that belonged to that 
body into theirchurch. | | 
The organizations of the Church of Christ 
and of that nondiscript in Nauvoo, are dissim- 
ilar in every essential particular. That is a 
thing after its own likeness, and has no foun- 
dation for its order in any revelation that God 
ever gave to man; and unless.it is “‘the abom- 
ination which maketh desolate,”’ spoken of by 
Daniel the Prophet, standing where it should 
not, that is, as the Church of Christ, we must 
leave the world to say what it is. 
In relation to the various branches over 
which it tries to hold a controlling influence, 
as soon as those who love the truth. among 
them, become acquainted with the true state 
of affairs at Nauvoo, they forsake them: and 
many of them come to us, and seek admission 
into the Church of Christ, and. are always re- 
quired to enter by the door of baptism. lo 
consequence of this, we have more knowledge 
of their corruptions than any other people.could 
have. Many of those to whom they. have re- 
vealed their secret iniquity, expecting them to 
partake in it, on finding oat, their true charac- 
ters, have Jeft them. immediately, aod come 
and joined the C harch of Christ, and.put it in 
possession of facts of such an,awful character, 
to make humanity blush; and.we:think we 
eak advisedly, when. we, say that the time 
is not far distant when every. person who is in 
any way.connected with them, who respects 
trnth and decency, tighteousness.and good or- 
der, and before whose. eyes is the fear of God, 
will seperate from them, whether tn Nauvoo 
or elsewhere, and let the, corrupted. and cor- 
rupters share the fate. that awaits them. 
We ask the editors of our gity, and all oth- 
ers who desire that the true state of the case, | 
as itis in, relation to the Charch of Christ, 


4 


and the Mormons at Nauyoo, should be known 


| 


bers from that body, only as they receive them 


to the world, would give the above one inser- 


4 
> 
part 
2 ‘ 


aud to some of the people of New York. 


and in Bridgewater, and quite a number in 


tion in their paper. and thereby correct the! 
public mind, that justice may be done us.— 
We would also request the members of the 
Church, and the travelling elders to get this 
copied into as many as they can. 


_ (For the Messenger and Advocate) 
Pittsburgh May 15th, 1845, and year 1 of the 

Kingdom of God. a 

Elijah R Swackhammer to the Editor of the 
Messenger and Advocate of the Church of 
Christ.—-Dear Sir, may prosperity in the king- 
dom, attend you and all its members, for this 
is the butthen of ‘my prayer day and night. 


spoken of by God, through his prophets, un« 


derstood this subject, they would never rest 


satisfied until, Israel, Jacob, and Judah were 
restored, and the kingdom attain to that per- 
fection that will compel, as it were, the heav<" 
ens to yield the Savior of the world, that, 
we might enjoy the res?, for until then I say, 
as before, we will not obtainit. Time has- 
tens me away. The Lord willing, you shall 
hear from me from my place of labour. Amen. 


We have received the April No. of the En- 
sign, a highly interesting monthly periodical, 
pablished by Elder George M. Hinkle at 
Buffalo, Iowa Territory, at $1 per annum, 


For the last few weeks [ have been hold- 
ing forth the kingdom and the everlasting 
gospel or glad: tidings of the rae ES toa 
portion of the people in Beaver Co. Penn. 
to whom fF expect to return to-day. Brother 
Jeremiah Hatch has been with mé, and we 
were favoured with the company of brother 
David L. Lathrop for a few days. But he 
left us to go on a mission to ‘his friends 


We have held meetings in Newport in old 
Brighton, and three miles above, in New- 
Brighton, three in Sharon, two in Boldsville 


Freedom. Four have received the kingdom 
under the hands‘ of Elder Gregg, who was 


dinance of baptism, which according to Jesus 


payable inadvance. By it we learned of the 


safe arrival of our brethren tothe West. We 
are pleased with the Ensign, and wish its end 
terprising and faithfal conductor, abundant 
success. The brethren would do well to pate. 
ronize it, We extract the following: = 
TO THE SAINTS ABROAD 
Beloved brethren: By perusing my jour. 
nals, published in the present and 

of the Ensign, you will discover, withous the 


jaid of menta satan is making 


a powerful effort to arre& ‘the pr ss of the. 
work of the Lord on earth and it devolves up- 


cifully bestowed upon you by your indulgent 
heavenly parent, and 


with us at a few of our meetings, in the a you to assume the strength of faith, so mer- 


and all of his messengers, is the only door 
admission. An interest, i am glad to say, 
is being manifested in some of the forgoing 


places; the people are beginning to take sides; 


jects that we have 


on the all absorbing su 
drawn between 


| repare, come weal. 
come woe, to stand by Christ and hig relig~ 
ion. The devil is even now making his Jast, 
couvulsive efforts previous to hisincarceration, 
land every heart will be tried. Do vou nor 


presented; the line is bei 


the advocates of trath, and the advocates o 


feel him? Do you not at times feel a lethar- 
gy—a disposition to think lightly of your re~ 


error. And I would to God that his kingdomjligion and of those who are connected with 


were now to the point in the which it will shine 
forth as clearas the sun, and as fair as the 
moon and as terrible as an army with banners; 
and that fine linén clean and white might he 
a fair representation of the righteousness of 
this kingdom; that the heavens might be con- 


ou in the service ofonr blessed Redeemer? 
eware! The devil is plying you, and eter~ 
nal death awaits you if you allow him to come 
off victorious}! Reflect. The time was when 
you reeeived the word of the Lord with glad- 


ness—it brought you peace, comfort, love.— 


strained to give up the Son of God, the Sone it so now? if not, turmagain to the God 


of kings and Jord of lords; that the resurrection 
of the just’ might be brought to pass or that the 


epirite of the just might come and take pos- 


session of their bodies; that we might sit down 
in the kingdom, with not a few, but with Adam 
Abel, Seth, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob, Moss, John, Jesus, the Apostles and 
all the men and women of God, and all 
the little ones (for they have not sinned not 
having the power,) that ever have or may 
yet live. This, Dear Brother, will be the 
wedding of weddings and marriage of mar- 
riages; and when the forgoing takes place, 
we, if faithful, with all the redeemed will en- 
jog rest of God; until then the whole cre- 
a 


n will groan and travail in pain together|tend that the kingdom o 
-whether in heaven or on earth. And | am 


who listened to lyou in former times, and ha 
will not cast you off. Pray! Pray!! Pray!!! 
Daniel tells us of seeing alittle stone, cut 
out of a mountain without hands, which itself 
lbecame a great mountain and filled the whole’ 
earth. ‘He also gives us. the interpretation of 
the vision, and says that the little stone repre- 
sented the Kingdom of God which should ba 
set up in the last days. That kingdom is 
now set up! The little stune has commenced 
tolling, and'each successive revolution adds to 
its size and velocity!’ Would you know the 
particulars—the history of its earliest motion? 
Read our “journal of tour East.” sists 
A large majority of the pe ular clergy con- 
od was set upjon | 
the day of penticost; but, if we co 


well ‘sattsfied that if all who desire the rest|Daniel’s visions with history we will find lit. 
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tle difficulty in coming down to the Roman 
empire, or, a8 Daniel calls it, kingdom, In 
his vision given in the seventh chapter, he 
divides this empire and makes two of it, re- 

resented by the legs of the image; again it 


large branch of the Mormon Church, accom- 
panied with Brother Hardy; we had a good 
time, God was with us; some of the most 
respectable part of the city, and all the 
respectable citizens: were very much, taken 
up with us, as though we had a covenant of: 


is divided into ten, represented by the toes.— 


After the last division comes the little stone,/peace for the troubled goul, and a ba]m for ev» 
smites the image, grinds it to dust, becomes ajery wound. 


reat mountain and fills the whole earth.— 
istofy informs us that no division had been 
made of the Roman empire on the day of pen- 
tacost; but, the divisions, as seen in the 
vision, have. since that day, been made, and 
the little stone has just got under way, and 


We could not get a public discussion with 
the Mormons, nor would the president let us 
have their Hall to hold a meeting in, even 
when they did not use it; neither would he 
suffer any, of his members to come and hear 
lus, but was like the dog in the manger. I 


will, most asauredly, perform its destiny, and 
that quickly. | 
Now, dear brethren, we know that this king- 


dom is set up, and will prosper in the thing 


met Mr. Little in the street Sunday evening, 
and challanged him to come to the Town Hall 
and hold a public discyssion, when a long 
controversy took placc between us, which 


whereunto itis sent. Be wise, dilligent, and 
ray continually to God that he may give you 
ight upon the subject. 

You will also find by reference to my journal, 
thatan union of our church with the one for- 
merly called ‘The church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter day Saints,”’ was effected at the Pitts- 
burgh Conference. ‘The principles and doc~ 
trines taught by us, in times past, will continue 
to be impressed upon the attention of those 


drew acrowd around us in front of the Con-, 
gregational church. Brother Hardy had 
gone to the Town Hall to his appointed meet- 
ing, but I had drawn all the attention of the. 
people, so brother Hardy suspecting what 
was passing, and finding no one come, nor 
brother Hutchings, came back to see what 
was going on, when Mr. Little left me and 
proceeded to the Mormon Hal! to open his. 
artillery on Rigdonism, as he pleases to call 


with whom we shall labor, Our doctrine has 
suffered nothing from the new and important 


it. The Spirit of the Lord God said to me, 
go to this people and cry aloud, and spare nat, | 


o tethe Mormon. 


a we now occupy. Qur name alonejand show them their transgressions, I told 


as been shorn ofits fair pro 


have agreed to dispense with the latter parte 


of both names, and called the union * The 


church of Christ.”” We consented to this ar- 
rangment from tbe reflection that, heing the 
Church of Christ, we are his bride and must 
ultimately be his wife. We are notnowa 
mere handful, depending entirely upon the 
ministerial labors of one man; but are now 
members of a Church respectable not only for 
its size but for the activity, industry, intel]i- 
nce and piety of its ministry. We can no 
lose belooked upon as an ignis fatyus in the 
western wilds; but as a part of a bright |u- 
gwinary, whose steady light is now encircling 
the world, and ere the close of the present 
year will illuminate the earth from poie to 
pole. Almighty God has prepared the way 
and determined that all nations, kindreds and 
tongues shall hear his call this once, last time. 
Now is the time for us to act, and God graut 
yeu grace that _ may perform the duties 
that may severally be required of you with 
alacrity and promptitude, is the earnest and 
constant prayer of your humble brother in the 
service of Christ, — G. M. HINKLE. 


EXTRACTS OF. LETTERS RECEIVED: 


FROM TRAVELING ELDERS. 
Boston May 16, 1845 


Dear Brorner Fiace: 
I take my pen in handto let you know 


of my prospects thus far. I have been out of 


town a good deal since my return from con. 
ference, to Peterborough, where there is a 


ortions, Welbrother Hardy I should 


meeting, he said he would go too; so we. 
wrote on the l'own Hall door, *‘Adjourned to 
Mormon Hall,’? when we repaired thither, 
where the people followed us and crowded 
the hause full; they were serving out Litile’s 
stuff against the servants of God. I arose inthe 
name of the God of the universe, and warned 
them not ta speak a word against that man of 
God, nor against one of those whom God had 
called and chosen, upon the peril of their 


lsouls, for the command of God was, speak 


evil of no man; and as 1 hurled the truth, 
by the power of God against error, the power 
of darkness gave way, and light burst forth: . 
every soul gazed upon me with intent anxi- 

ety, as J] Jay the cause of God before them. 

After I got through, Mr. Little got up and . 
commenced a tissue of lying, slander, insults 

and littlenesg, tq which, one of the citizens — 
a a worthy man, said the kingdom of God 
was likened to ten yirgins, five wise, five 
foolish, and if Mr. Little kept on they could 
soon tell who the foolish ones were, the difx — 
ference was so plain. From this meeting we | 
had private interviews with some of the best 
of the church; suffice it to say, neasly the 
whole of Peterborough is for us. We can 
less them in the name of the Lard God. — 
They all treated us with the greatest friend~ 

ship and politeness, with a very few excep- — 
tions, not worth naming, and they are sorry 
enough, I think, to wish they had done differ- 
ent. Give my love to Mr. Rigdon and fami-— 


ly, and all my dear brethren in Pitteburgh. 


228 
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This is in haste, | will write again; the Lérd|Hutchings and Brother Wingate teok each 
knows’ 1 love you ail, L do not mention al)iather by the hand, while Brother Martin, as a 


your names, but I think of you all individu-/fathes amongst us, with the younger brethern 
ally every day in my prayers to God for you.jin sympathy acknowledged to each other, if 


Please to tell the Editor of the Messenger 
and Advocate, to send a papor to Elbridge 
W. Clark, Peterborough, N. H. , He has 


at any time they had hart each other’s feefings, 
they were sorry, and would never, while the | 
world stands, do it again, God being their help- 
er. With burning loveas the heart of one man, 


paid me one dollar, J] am going to send some 
more with it ina few days, {| Have baptized 
eight here, and there are many more to be 
baptized. Your brother in the hope of the 


rest of God. 
WILLIAM HUTCHINGS. 


at half past twelve we adjourned.” 


We make the following extracts from El- 
der. Benjamin Stafford’s Letter addressed to. _ 
his family, who writes from Jamestown Chet-. 

uque county, New York, under date of May. 


We have received another letter from Broth-|20, 1845; ‘I take this opportunity accord« 


er Hutchings, dated, Boston, May 19, 1845, 
by which we learn the Charch in that ity has 
attended to the ordinances of the Kingdom o 
Heaven with glorious results, as will be seen 
from the following extract. 

ss A meeting was appointed at my house for 
washing and anointing. I prepared all things, 
and on Maondgy evening the brethren met, and 
I commenced coynseling them not to do any 
thing but by the Spirit of God, and let the meet- 
ing be dictated by it; and then several prayers 
went around with great feeling, while the table 
with the emblems of the Lord’s Supper was in 
our midst; all looked sublime. We then stood 
around the table which the oil was placed up- 
on, and lifted oyr hands to Heaven, and in 
solemn prayer gonsecrated tke oil; after which 
we prepared to an adjoining room, one by one, 


ing to promise, to write you, having been ab- 
sent from home two weeks; my health is 
good. You will want to know how the Lord 
has prospered me since I left. I traveled 
twelve miles the first afternoon, when the 
spirit of the Lord led me toa man who was 
honest and intelligent; he was nota secta- 
rian, but had been endeavoring to show them 
their error for twelve or fourteen years; he 
believed the word of God, and declared to me, 


that according to it, the sects must be wrong. 


I advanced our faith to him, when he wanted 
me to preach that night; he proffered his 
house and to find a congregation, so | preach- 
ed to them ; he received it well, and promised 
to see to these things. If he should come 
into this church, he would be an ornament 
in it. 

From thence I traveled towards Franklin, 
and on Thursday visited a Methodist preach- 


to wash and anoint till all were washed and 
anointed; while the rest of the brethren were 


er and warned him faithfully ; he soon be- 
came silent. He told me of a Mormon that 


in prayer and exhostation, After this there was|was in the place, I called upon him, he re- 
a brother felt to goand he baptized; and cameijceived me well, and wanted me to stop and 
back and received his washing and anointing.|preach to the people. { staid with him three 
The brethren all but two remained at the housejdays and preached twice, it made a good im- 
in prayer during baptism. After this we staod/pression.—Monday went to Franklin, from 


up and confessed, and covenanted together to/thence through the woods in Warren county, 


stand by each other, in ail righteousness, dur 
ing our lives; alsq dedicated ourselves a 
families, and all that we had to God, all seal- 
ing the covenant with aloud amen. We also 
covenanted to do all we could to bring in the 
rest of God, in the presence of God, with up- 


lifted hands to Heaven; and while in the at- 
titade of this covenant, as we did at Confer- 


to this place. There are calls for preaching 
here; brother G. Smith and myself, have an 
appointment this evening; may the Lord 
biess us with his spirit. | 
Yesterday we visited a small branch of 
Latter-Day Saints, about eight miles from 
this place. We bore out testimony to ther 
in the name of the Lord, they received us 


ence, about to say amen, something ap well, and wanted us to preach to them; we 

before me like a bright cloud, and my speech|promised to return. I believe they will come 

failed me, and my tongue began to Gutterjout of the Old School. Brother Smitir thinks 

like a leaf among the leaves; and in thisiof staying a few weeks in this vicinity. We. 
cloud there appeared to be a centre, and in that{preached on Monday the 19th, about ten miles. 
centre the Son of God ; I did not see the whole|from Jamestown, had a good hearing; I -be-. 
form of a — ta glorious light; andjlieve there are some here who will obey the 

J talked for some minutes in an unknownjgospel; may the Lord help them. 

tongue, which I never knew; and my discourse} You may want to know how the Lord pros- 
seemed to be direeted to this personage ia the|pers me in temporal things; I must say he 
cload. ina few minutes | found myself with\is very good to me. When l am hungry he 
my brethren amazed. We then partook of|feeds me, when I am thirsty, he gives me 
the Lord’s Supper, when such a glory wasjdrink, and when I am weary, he furnishes 


felt 40 be over, and around us, and in us, as |/me a bed to rest on, for which I feel to thank. 
never realized here. Brother Hardy, Brother\and praise his excellent name. Pray for me.” 


ie 
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